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Editorial 
 

For many years now Local Government has been staring at the 
‘graph of doom.’  This graph shows the increasing demands on 
council budgets to pay for the social care needs for adults and 
children – and, depending on which council you look at, the graph 
highlights the point at which the council can afford to do nothing 
other than pay for those care needs.  Or put another way – forget 
waste collection and roads maintenance and every other council 
service – the council will only be able to fund social care.  
According to the Local Government Association we are getting 
closer to this ‘doomsday’ scenario. 
 
Figures they published last week suggest that 56% of all council 
tax raised will have to be spent on social care needs in 2019-
20.  This is up from 41% in 2010-11.  The situation for local 
government is more precarious than most realise as the 
government has committed to withdrawing most of its revenue 
support grants to councils by 2020.  In fact the revenue support to 
be offered to councils in 2020 will be only a quarter of what it was 
 

 
 
in 2015.  The corresponding adjustment to local business rates – 
in allowing councils to keep all of them, rather than transferring a 
significant portion to central government – is yet to be made.  The 
Queen’s speech did not presage the expected legislative reforms 
that would be necessary.  
 
The LGA estimates that local government will have a collective 
funding gap of £5.8bn by 2020 unless something changes, and 
changes radically. 
 
Who’d want to be the Chancellor of the Exchequer at the 
moment?  We’ll see how Rt Hon Philip Hammond MP deals with 
this conundrum next week in his budget.  Everyone involved in 
health and social care needs to keep fingers, toes and everything 
else crossed…  From everything we see at the moment Mr 
Hammond appears to have very little room for manoeuvre even if 
the UK economy appears to be surprisingly resilient to the 
stalemate in the Brexit negotiations. 
 

 
 
By the way Germany showed a record beating c.€20 billion 
surplus in government revenues for the first six months of this 
year.   What would we all give for that sort of performance in our 
public revenues?   
 
Incidentally the UK is a signatory to the Council of Europe’s 
Charter of Local Self Government which dates from October 
1985.  That charter expects the UK, as with all other 47 member 
states of the Council of Europe (not to be confused with the EU) to 
ensure that each local authority receives sufficient resources 
commensurate with its obligations.  Over to you Mr Hammond. 

This week’s article—Transforming mental health support for our children and young people 
 
The report, ‘Improving mental health support for our children and young people’ makes a number of 
recommendations drawn up by an expert working group, whilst supported by the Social Care Institute for 
Excellence (SCIE). The expert group included looked after young people who have lived-experienced of the care 
system, the social care system, education and mental health support, as well as professionals from the health, 
social care, academic and voluntary sectors. 
 
To read more—click here 

Parliamentary Business 
 

06.10.2017 – HoL - Legislation  
Data Protection Bill [HL] - Committee stage (day 2) - 
Committee of the Whole House - Lord Ashton of 
Hyde 
 

For more, see Parliament 
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NEW CHARITY TO HELP THOSE SUFFERING FROM UNJUST & 
WRONG DECISIONS BY SOCIAL CARE FUNDING UNDER THE 

CARE ACT 
 

Care Sector commentator and car trainer extraordinaire, Belinda Schwehr is in the process of establishing a charity for the 
funding of basic Care Act advice and for securing crowdfunding for judicial re-views of ‘bad’ decisions by local authorities 
and others who fail to properly implement the Care Act.  
 
It’s her way of addressing the guilt and feeling bad about being a part of the so-called liberal professional elite that only ever 
just whinges.  
 
The Charity will be called CASC-AIDr – the Centre for Adult Social Care Advice, Information and Dispute Resolution, to be 
precise. It will be online, virtual, and have no employees at all – just trustee di-rectors, volunteers and relationships with self
-employed advisers, lawyers or companies.  
 
CASC-AIDr will work tirelessly for the furtherance of fairness and legal principle, in adult social services.  
 
The service will commence in January 2017. The Charity will be funded by members of the public and housing and social 
care providers. Service users, family members and carers – even social workers! That is, anyone who thinks it’s better that 
there are some actual principles underpinning who gets what…  
 

The details are here http://www.schwehroncare.co.uk/belindas-direct-action-response-to-the-governments-autumn-
statement-effectively-ignoring-the-crisis-in-social-care/  
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Abuse/Dignity 
1. Inquiry publishes public hearings timeta-
ble to March 2019 
07 November 2017 – IICSA  
The Inquiry has published a timetable of preliminary 
and public hearings up until March 2019.   
 
The timetable includes 3 weeks of public hearings 
into allegation of child sexual abuse in the Anglican 
church in March 2018, two weeks of public hearings 
into the sexual abuse of Children in Custodial Institu-
tions, in July 2018 and three weeks of hearings into 
the extent of any institutional failures to protect chil-
dren in the care of Nottingham City and Nottingham-
shire County Councils from sexual abuse and exploi-
tation in October 2018.   
 
Further hearings are scheduled as follows: 
 

¶ w/c 12.11.2018 - Public hearing  - Investigation 
into child sexual abuse in the Roman Catholic 
Church (Archdiocese of Birmingham case study) 

¶ w/c 26.11.2018 - w/c 10 December 2018 - Public 
hearing - Accountability & Reparations for victims 
and survivors of child sexual abuse 

¶ w/c 4.11.2019 - Public hearing - Investigation into 
child sexual abuse in the Roman Catholic Church 
- (Ealing Abbey case study) 

¶ w/c 11.02.2019 - Public hearing - Children Out-
side the UK 

¶ w/c 4.03.2019 - w/c 25 March - Public hearing - 
Westminster Investigation 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The hearings timetable page will be updated as we 
schedule more dates and all public hearings will be 
live streamed, subject to a five minute delay, on the 
website. 
https://www.iicsa.org.uk/news/inquiry-publishes-public-
hearings-timetable-march-2019 
 

Ed – so there is a detailed timetable.  I wonder if 
this was published in response to the criticism in 
The Times last week. 

2. Apology for saying child sex abuse victim 
'consented' 
08 November 2017 – BBC News 
A child sexual abuse victim has received an apology 
from the Government's victim compensation agency 
after it previously ruled he had consented.  
 
Twenty-one men were convicted of abusing the man 
from the age of 13.  
 
The man has now been told he is eligible for compen-
sation after his application had originally been reject-
ed by the Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority 
(Cica). 
 
The Ministry of Justice says similar cases are being 
reviewed.  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-41912360 

3. Child sex abuse inquiry breaches victim's 
anonymity 
09 November 2017 – BBC News 
The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse 
admitted breaching its own procedures by publishing 
a victim's name despite his right to anonymity.  
 
The man's name appeared on its website in the title 
of a document. The inquiry said it removed the name  

 
 
 
as soon as it was brought to its attention. This is the 
seventh time the inquiry had been alerted to such a 
breach. 
 
It notified the privacy watchdog - the Information 
Commissioner - and said it was reviewing its practic-
es.  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-41932064 

4. Hill End Hospital Adolescent Unit abuse 
probe begins 
09 November 2017 – BBC News 
Police have had reports of physical and sexual abuse 
of child patients at a mental health unit. 
 

The abuse allegedly took place at the Hill End Hospi-
tal Adolescent Unit in St Albans between 1969 and 
1995, but at this stage the number of victims involved 
in Operation Meadow is not clear. 
 

Hill End Hospital no longer exists and a housing es-
tate was built on the site in Hertfordshire. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-beds-bucks-herts-
41927117 

Business News 
 
Ed.  WEALTH WARNING - Neither I nor Bruns-
wicks’ are licenced to give financial advice and 
nothing in this issue, or any other issue of Bruns-
wicks’ Healthcare Review’ should be construed 
as advice, financial or otherwise, to anyone.  Re-
member that the price of shares can fall as well as 
increase. 

5. Terra Firma offers to hand creditors con-
trol of Four Seasons  
08 November 2017 – FT.com 
Terra Firma, the private equity owner of Four Sea-
sons, Britain’s largest care home operator, has pro-
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posed to release control of the debt-laden company 
to its creditors for a “nominal sum”, having incurred 
£450m in losses. 
 
Terra Firma’s proposal was made after the main 
creditors, H/2 Capital, suggested a debt-restructuring 
plan aimed at rescuing the struggling business. 
 
Under the US hedge fund’s proposition, Terra Firma 
would have kept an 11% stake in the full business, 
but less than 24 hours after the proposal was made, 
Terra Firma issued a statement offering to hand over 
its entire stake to the lenders 
https://www.ft.com/content/6a44f1b4-c4b1-11e7-a1d2-
6786f39ef675 

6. Private equity firm made struggling care 
home operator take costly loan  
08 November 2017 – Guardian 
The deal was designed to let Terra Firma extract 
£890m from Four Seasons Health Care, said to be in 
dire financial straits 
 
Britain’s second biggest care home operator was 
made to borrow money through a very expensive 
loan from its private equity owner in a deal designed 
to extract £890m in cash from the struggling busi-
ness. 
 
The disclosures will raise fresh concerns over the 
future of Four Seasons Health Care, which operates 
more than 300 care homes across the UK, and has 
been drowning in debt.  
 
Described in reports as just on the brink of ruin, Four 
Seasons has been stung by cuts to council care 
budgets brought on by years of austerity. This 
month, its private equity owner, Terra Firma, will 
plead with lenders to approve a financial rescue 
package.  
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2017/nov/08/private-
equity-terra-firma-care-home-four-seasons-loan 

Care Homes 
7. Care home staff experience challenges of 
ageing with simulation suit 
10 November 2017 – Carehome.co.uk 
Staff at a care home in Suffolk have been been wear-
ing age simulation suits, to help them experience for 
themselves the challenges that older people face.  
 
The unusual training method uses a suit to simulate 
physical symptoms of old age, such as joint stiffness, 
loss of strength and reduced grip, coordination and 
head mobility. The suit even changes the opacity of 
the eye lens, narrows the visual field and simulates 
high-frequency hearing loss.  
 
Past research into the effectiveness of the suit found 
people who wore the suit had more empathy after-
wards for older people and what they have to go 
through. They also found it much easier to under-
stand physical difficulties faced by the elderly, which 
can make carrying out the most simple tasks incredi-
bly tough. 
https://www.carehome.co.uk/news/article.cfm/id/1589815/care-
home-staff-challenges-age-simulation 
 

Ed.  Anything that promotes understanding and 
empathy must be a good idea. 

8. Care home reopens to help NHS cope with 
winter rush 
10 November 2017 – Stoke Sentinel 
A care home is reopen to help the NHS cope with the 
winter rush – only nine months after its initial contro-
versial closure. 
 
Brighton House, in Silverdale, is now commissioned 
as a short-term ‘step down’ service to provide nursing 
care for patients discharged from hospital. 
 
 

Stoke-on-Trent and North Staffordshire Clinical Com-
missioning Groups needed the extra capacity after 
Cobridge-based Stadium Court was closed to new 
admissions in September following an inspection. 
http://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/news/local-news/care-home-
reopens-help-nhs-748311 

Case Reports 

Law Reports 

Nothing to report 

Disciplinary cases 

9. Gateshead care home nurse suspended 
after failing to give CPR to 'unresponsive' 
young woman 
08 November 2017 – Chronicle Live 
A disciplinary panel found that Deborah Casey went 
to call for help instead of attempting to resuscitate the 
woman at Lanchester Court care home and suspend-
ed her for six months. 
 
The “vulnerable” woman, who had “significant health 
conditions and a learning difficulty”, was admitted to 
Lanchester Court in Gateshead during October 2015 
for a period of respite care.  
 
However, she was pronounced dead by paramedics 
the morning after being admitted to the Wrekenton 
home after nurse Deborah Casey found her unre-
sponsive and went to call for help.  
 
The Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC) panel 
found that Casey did not perform CPR on her and 
instead left the room to call for help. 
 
Casey faced two disciplinary charges - of failing to 
ensure that Resident A’s PEG feed was administered 
and not commencing CPR when she found Resident 
A unresponsive. 
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The first was found proved by way of admission, 
while the second was found proved during the hear-
ing. 
 
The home was visited by CQC inspectors several 
weeks after the incident and was rated as 
‘inadequate’, with the health watchdog saying, ñWe 
had concerns that there were not enough staff on 
duty at all times to provide safe and individual care to 
people.ò 
http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/care-
home-nurse-suspended-after-13874860  

10. Princess Royal Hospital nurse had to be 
told to clean her hands 
11 November 2017 – Shropshire Star 
A hospital nurse admitted that she had to be asked 
to properly clean her hands before giving eye drops 
and not administering drugs properly. 
 
Kerry Louise Sankey admitted a number of miscon-
ducted charges in relation to her time working as a 
registered nurse at the Princess Royal Hospital be-
tween 2012 to 2015.  
 
Charges included not administering drugs to pa-
tients, signing forms to say drugs had been adminis-
tered when they hadn’t, not checking that observa-
tions on patients by colleagues were satisfactory, not 
checking on the condition of patients.  
 
Ms Sankey’s misconduct hearing by the Nursing and 
Midwifery Council ran on 30.10.2017 and 31.10.2017 
and from 01.11.2017 to 3.11.2017.  
 
The panel ruled that the fitness to practice was im-
paired and ordered a conditions of practice order for 
two years.  
https://www.shropshirestar.com/news/health/2017/11/11/
princess-royal-hospital-nurse-had-to-be-told-to-clean-her-
hands/#8Xs6GRwBkR7pYd0k.99 

11. NMC hearings and sanctions  
Please see the link below, for more information:  
 
Restoration to the register for: 
Roy Ramsamy Appadoo 
 
And a suspension order was revoked for: 
Caroline Louise Kenny 
https://www.nmc.org.uk/concerns-nurses-
midwives/hearings/hearings-sanctions/ 
 

Cases in the news 

12. Man spent final weeks of life in bed after 
council failed to supply specialist chair 
03 November 2017 – Community Care 
A local authority was criticised by the Local Govern-
ment and Social Care Ombudsman after it didn’t pro-
vide a specialist chair to a man with Parkinson’s dis-
ease, who died still waiting for it. 
 
The watchdog found Lancashire council at fault after 
its nine-month delay which meant the man, identified 
as Mr D, spent the final weeks of his life bedbound 
because he didn’t have a suitable seat. 
 
The authority also failed to correctly identify the 
cause of the delay after the man’s wife, Mrs D, com-
plained. It then admitted that “human error and pres-
sures of work” were to blame. 
 
The ombudsman told the council it must “consider 
what action it can take to ensure human error does 
not prevent someone from receiving the services they 
need”, and urgently fill vacant occupational therapist 
(OT) positions. 
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/2017/11/03/man-spent-final-
weeks-life-bed-council-failed-supply-specialist-chair/ 
 
 
 

13. Mental health patient 'set herself on fire' 
with lighter 
06 November 2017 – BBC News 
An inquest heard that a mother-of-four died after she 
was found engulfed in flames in her room at a mental 
health unit. 
 
Heather Loveridge, 56, of Newmarket, a voluntary 
patient at the Cavell Centre in Peterborough, set her-
self alight with a cigarette lighter she had in her hand-
bag and died two days later on 19.08.2016. 
 
Mrs Loveridge had psychotic depression. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cambridgeshire-
41889673 

14. Elsie Scully-Hicks: Dad to be sentenced 
for baby's murder 
06 November 2017 – BBC News 
A man who murdered his 18-month-old daughter just 
two weeks after formally adopting her is to be sen-
tenced. 
 
Matthew Scully-Hicks, 31, of Delabole, Cornwall, in-
flicted a series of injuries on Elsie at their Cardiff 
home in the eight months he had care of her.  
 
She died four days after being violently shaken in 
May 2016. 
 
Mr Scully-Hicks denied murder but was found guilty at 
Cardiff Crown Court on Monday, ahead of sentencing 
on 07.11.2017. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-south-east-wales-
41892994 
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15. Mum died of ‘flesh-eating disease’ doc-
tors failed to diagnose 
07 November 2017 – Bury Free Press 
A Stowmarket family received a £415,000 settlement 
after West Suffolk NHS Foundation Trust admitted 
that a mum died as a result of a ‘flesh-eating dis-
ease’ that doctors failed to diagnose. 
 
Helen Edgar died one week after first attending hos-
pital complaining of shoulder pain she thought may 
have resulted from stretching to reach a cupboard. 
 
The infection was finally diagnosed but she died on 
2.05.2013, from multiple organ failure caused by ne-
crotising fasciitis. 
 
At a High Court hearing on 06.11.2017, a settlement 
was approved after the NHS Trust admitted full liabil-
ity and that delays in diagnosing and treating the in-
fection constituted a failure in the duty of care. 
http://www.buryfreepress.co.uk/news/mum-died-of-flesh-
eating-disease-doctors-failed-to-diagnose-1-8233341 

16. South Kirby doctor who quizzed patient 
over sex life suspended 
07 November 2017 – BBC News 
A doctor who quizzed a patient about her sex life 
during a routine appointment is now suspended. 
 
Dr Mohammed Ihsan asked the woman a series of 
personal questions when she came to discuss a 
chest infection. 
 
A Medical Practitioners Tribunal Service (MPTS) 
heard he told a second patient he was horny and 
asked to see her bottom at his surgery in South Kir-
by, near Wakefield. 
 
Dr Ihsan apologised for the comments, and was sus-
pended for nine months after being found guilty of 
misconduct. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-leeds-41890201 

17. Norfolk NHS trust to pay millions in com-
pensation 
08 November 2017 – BBC News 
A girl who suffered injuries "of the utmost severity" 
due to mistakes made when she was born at Norfolk 
and Norwich University Hospital hospital in 2010 is to 
get millions in damages. 
 
She has severe cerebral palsy after her brain was 
starved of oxygen at birth. 
 
The Trust admitted liability and agreed to a final set-
tlement of the case. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-norfolk-41921025 

18. 'Human error' blamed for ambulance de-
lay in Norfolk 
06 November 2017 – BBC News 
An inquest heard that a woman was found dead by 
paramedics when they arrived two hours after she 
rang for an ambulance.  
 
Jeanette Charity, 47, of Gorleston, Norfolk, told the 
999 call handler she had abdominal pains and was 
having breathing difficulties.  
 
Norfolk Coroner's Court heard the handler wrongly 
assessed her level of need as non-urgent and failed 
to send an ambulance to her immediately.  
 
The coroner concluded that Mrs Charity died of natu-
ral causes despite the delay. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-norfolk-41894794 

19. Police investigating care homes where 12 
residents have died amid claims of intimida-
tion and physical abuse arrest woman over 
'neglect and fraud' 
09 November 2017 – Daily Mail 
Sussex Police are currently looking into the deaths of 
12 care home residents at 9 homes. 

Alleged physical abuse of 43 people at the facilities is 
also being examined. 
 
A woman was arrested on suspicion of neglect and 
fraud and is currently in custody.  
 
The organisation is under scrutiny after serious con-
cerns over the safety of patients amid claims of intimi-
dation and abuse. 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5067191/Woman-
arrested-12-Sussex-care-home-deaths.html#ixzz4yJbMBxCg 
 

20. Social workers did not take parent’s con-
cerns seriously in child sexual exploitation 
case, review finds 
09 November 2017 – Community Care 

A serious case review has found that social workers 

focused on parenting deficits rather than taking pa-

rental concerns seriously 

 
A serious case review, published by the Somerset 
Safeguarding Children’s Board, said practitioners fo-
cused on “short-term intervention for perceived par-
enting deficits” when dealing with parents struggling 
to manage their children’s behaviour while they were 
being sexually exploited. 
 
It found 14 missed opportunities to properly investi-
gate teenage girls’ ‘relationships’ with two older men, 
one of whom was aged 28 when he began exploiting 
girls while they were still children. 
 
The two victims discussed in the review both had ba-
bies because of the abuse from one perpetrator. 
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/2017/11/09/social-workers-
take-parents-concerns-seriously-child-sexual-exploitation-
case-review-finds/ 
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21. Serial killer nurse linked to deaths of 102 
patients in Germany 
10 November 2017 – Times  
A nurse serving a life sentence for a double murder 
is suspected of being responsible for 102 deaths at 
two hospitals.  This would make him Germany’s most 
prolific postwar serial killer. 
 

Niels Högel, 41, was convicted in 2015 of two mur-
ders and three attempted murders by giving intensive
-care patients overdoses of powerful drugs. 
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/serial-killer-nurse-linked-to
-deaths-of-102-patients-in-germany-7z3vsgxs2 

22. Carer who stole £20,000 from 'vulnerable' 
women sentenced 
10 November 2017 – BBC News 
A carer who defrauded a "vulnerable" elderly woman 
out of over £20,000 received a suspended 12 month 
prison sentence.  
 

Diane Clegg, 60, of Campsall Field Road, Wath, 
Rotherham, cared for the 76-year-old woman one 
day a week. 
 

Ms Clegg appeared at Sheffield Crown Court on 
Thursday after previously pleading guilty to two 
counts of fraud.  
 

Concerns were raised by her family in March 2016 
leading to a police investigation. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-south-yorkshire-
41942436 

Children and Youths 
23. Growing proportion of social work as-
sessments leading to no action, official sta-
tistics show 
03 November 2017 – Community Care 
Government statistics have revealed that the propor-
tion of initial social work assessments not leading to 
further action is now at its highest level in six years. 

Of those referrals that led to an assessment, 27.8% 
resulted in no further action, up 2.4 percentage points 
on the previous year, according to the ‘characteristics 
of children in need’ statistics. 
 
The figures, published this week, also showed the 
highest number of referrals to children’s services in 
three years, in the year ending 31 March 2017. 
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/2017/11/03/growing-
proportion-social-work-assessments-leading-action-official-
statistics-show/ 

24. Social workers did not take parent’s con-
cerns seriously in child sexual exploitation 
case, review finds 
09 November 2017 – Community Care 

For full report see Cases in the news—item 20 

25. Government to consider named worker 
for disabled children in inpatient care 
09 November 2017 – Community Care 
The Government is to examine whether a scheme 
similar to the named social worker pilot in adults’ ser-
vices could work for children in inpatient settings. 
 
The study is to report back by the end of 2018, and 
will “utilise the evidence from the Named Social 
Worker pilotsò in adultsô services to inform it. 
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/2017/11/09/government-
consider-named-worker-disabled-children-inpatient-care/ 

26. New guidance released: Joint inspections 
of the response to children experiencing ne-
glect: May to December 2017 
Updated: 10 November 2017 
Ofsted, the CQC, HMIC and HMIP have come togeth-
er to create this guidance for inspectors, which in-
cludes reports of findings on the efficacy of multi-
agency responses in Cheshire West and Chester, 
Peterborough and others. The documents should be 
read alongside the framework and guidance for the  
 

joint inspection of arrangements and services for chil-
dren in need of help and protection. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-inspections
-of-the-response-to-children-experiencing-neglect-may-to-
december-2017 

27. 150 children a day being denied mental 
health treatment 
10 November 2017 – Sky News 
Figures released by NHS Trusts following a Freedom 
of Information request shows that over 100,000 chil-
dren have been rejected for mental health treatment 
by NHS Trusts after being referred in the last two 
years. 
 
Figures showed that 17% of all referrals to Children 
and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 
were rejected between 2015 and 2017. 
 
Of 652,023 cases referred to CAMHS 109,613 chil-
dren were turned away, equivalent to 150 a day.  
 
The total figure for the NHS in England is likely to be 
higher, as only 65 of the Trusts in England respond-
ed, and one in five of them declined to share data for 
rejections. 
 
The figures were published as the Government pre-
pares to publish a Green Paper on mental health. 
https://news.sky.com/story/children-being-denied-mental-
health-treatment-11120411 
 

28. Cambridgeshire mental health trust dis-
putes NSPCC claims it is ‘turning away’ chil-
dren 
10 November 2017 – Peterborough Today News 
A Cambridgeshire mental health trust is disputing 
claims from the NSPCC that it is ‘turning away’ chil-
dren. Figures released by the NSPCC show that the 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS Foundation 
Trust (CPFT) received 4,372 referrals for under 18s in 
2016/17, of which 1,370 were not accepted. The av-
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erage waiting time to be assessed after being re-
ferred was 11 weeks.  
 
However, CPFT says the phrase used by the 
NSPCC in a press release that mental health trusts 
were turning away children was not accurate in its 
case. 
http://www.peterboroughtoday.co.uk/news/health/
cambridgeshire-mental-health-trust-disputes-nspcc-claims-it-
is-turning-away-children-1-8238233  

Conferences & Events 
To follow next week 

Consultations 
 

29. The regulation of medical associate pro-
fessions in the UK 
Consultation started 12 Oct ober 2017 
Consultation ends 22 December 2017 
Seeking views on the regulation of medical associate 
professions (MAPs) in the UK.  
 
This consultation is being held on another web-
site.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/regulating-
medical-associate-professions-in-the-uk?
utm_campaign=486956_MAPs%
20consulta-
tion&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Department%20of%
20Health&dm_i=3ZQO,AFQK,26E4BX,129CB,1 
 

30. Share your views on how we will report 
on and rate use of resources in NHS hospi-

tals 
Consultation opened: 08 November 2017 
Consultation closes: 10 January 2018 
Together with NHS Improvement, CQC has now 
started consulting on plans to fully implement the 
process that both organisations will use to report on 
how NHS non-specialist acute trusts are using their 

resources to provide high quality, efficient and sus-
tainable care. 
https://improvement.nhs.uk/resources/use-resources-
assessment-framework/ 
 

31. Regulatory fees for 2018/19 – consulta-
tion 
Consultation opened 27 October 2017  
Consultation closing 18 January 2018 
CQC's proposals look at how how they should calcu-
late the fees that providers of health and adult social 
care have to pay in order to be registered. 
 

CQC must fulfil the Government’s commitment to 
reduce grant-in-aid funding to public regulatory bod-
ies and have now reached ‘full chargeable cost re-
covery’ for most providers they regulate. The excep-
tion is providers of community adult social care. For 
this sector, they set out proposals for the third year 
(of four) towards ‘full cost recovery’, as agreed follow-
ing our previous consultation. 
 

What is this consultation asking people to com-
ment on? 
CQC are seeking views on how they propose to re-
view the structure of their fees scheme to ensure that 
fees are charged and distributed proportionately with-
in each sector. Their proposals are based on what 
they have learnt and on changes to the health and 
care sectors and focus on these providers: 
 

Community social care 
NHS GPs 
Urgent care 
NHS trusts 
 
How to give your views 
CQC describe these proposals in more detail in 
their consultation document. 
 
Click here to read more and see the consultation doc-
uments. 

32. Promoting professionalism, reforming 
regulation 

Consultation opened 31 Oct 2017 
Consultation closes 23 January 2018 
This consultation is seeking views on proposals to 
reform the regulation system for healthcare profes-
sionals in the UK. 
 
This consultation is being held on another website.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/promoting-
professionalism-reforming-regulation 

Care Quality Commission, 
CSSIW, Social Care and So-
cial Work Improvement 
Scotland & Healthcare Im-
provement Scotland 
33. They are our ‘future’ 
27 October 2017 – CQC 
The CQC completed its first phase of the review of 
mental health services for children & young people. 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/news/releases/cqc-completes-initial-
review-mental-health-services-children-young-people 

34. Surrey care service rated Outstanding by 
the Care Quality Commission 
06 November 2017 – CQC  
Home Counties Carers in Leatherhead, Surrey was 
rated Outstanding by CQC following an inspection in 
July 2017. 
 
Inspectors rated the service Outstanding in the areas 
of effective, caring and well-led, with Good ratings for 
being safe and responsive to people’s needs. The 
overall rating was Outstanding. 
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The full inspection report can be found on our web-
site. 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/news/releases/surrey-care-service-
rated-outstanding-care-quality-commission-0 

35. CQC identifies improvements at Suffolk 
GP practice 
07 November 2017 – CQC  
England’s Chief Inspector of General Practice wel-
comed improvements in the quality of services pro-
vided by Haverhill Family Practice in Haverhill, Suf-
folk. 
 
In January 2017, inspectors found they had concerns 
with regard to the leadership, effectiveness and safe-
ty of the practice. As a result the practice was given 
an overall rating of Inadequate and placed into spe-
cial measures. 
 
The latest inspection took place in September 2017 
and decided that the practice had addressed all are-
as of concern. It has now been awarded an overall 
rating of Good for being safe, caring, responsive and 
well-led and rated Requires Improvement for being 
effective. 
 
A full report of the latest inspection has been pub-
lished on our website. 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/news/releases/cqc-identifies-
improvements-suffolk-gp-practice 

36. Underperforming Coventry and Warwick-
shire trust keeps low CQC rating 
08 November 2017 – NHE  
Coventry and Warwickshire Partnership NHS Trust 
retained its low ‘requires improvement’ rating after an 
inspection by CQC. 
 
The Trust received a rating of ‘good’ for its care but 
fell to the lower mark for safety, efficacy, responsive-
ness and leadership. 
http://www.nationalhealthexecutive.com/Health-Care-News/
underperforming-coventry-and-warwickshire-trust-keeps-low-
cqc-rating 

37. The Care Quality Commission has rated 
Northampton Hospital as good. 
08 November 2017 – BBC News 
CQC rated Northampton Hospital as good. 
 
This was the first inspection at the hospital in three 
years and included an unannounced visit in August. 
 
Some aspects of the hospital - such as caring for el-
derly patients, management of emergency care and 
end of life care - were noted for outstanding practice. 
The hospital was told it 'required improvement' in 
2014. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-northamptonshire-
41915063/the-care-quality-commission-has-rated-northampton
-hospital-as-good 

38. Chief Inspector of Hospitals rates Coven-
try and Warwickshire Partnership NHS Trust 
as Requires Improvement 
08 November 2017 – CQC  
England’s Chief Inspector of Hospitals rated the ser-
vices provided by Coventry and Warwickshire Mental 
Health Partnership NHS Trust as Requires Improve-
ment after an inspection by CQC. 
 
CQC inspected the core services provided by Coven-
try and Warwickshire Partnership NHS Trust - which 
provides mental health and community based health 
services - between 26 and 30.06.2017. 
 
CQC rated the trust as Requires Improvement over-
all. It was rated as Good for being caring and Re-
quires Improvement for being safe, effective, respon-
sive and well-led.  The trust’s previous rating was 
Requires Improvement. 
 
Full reports for the trust are available on the regula-
tor’s website. 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/news/releases/chief-inspector-hospitals
-rates-coventry-warwickshire-partnership-nhs-trust-requires-0 

39. Dr Atul Arora’s Bromley practice rated 
Good by CQC 
09 November 2017 – CQC  
A south-east London GP practice previously rated as 
Inadequate and placed into special measures has 
now been rated Good overall by CQC. 
 
Dr Atul Arora’s Sundridge Medical Practice in London 
Lane, Bromley, has been rated Good for being safe, 
effective, caring, responsive and well-led, following 
the inspection in September 2017. 
You can read the report in full on the website. 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/news/releases/dr-atul-arora%E2%80%
99s-bromley-practice-rated-good-cqc 

40. CQC place Kent GP practice into special 
measures  
09 November 2017 – CQC  
England’s Chief Inspector of General Practice placed 
Old West Surgery in Old Road West, Gravesend, 
Kent into special measures following an inspection by 
CQC in August. 
 
Inspectors rated the service as Inadequate for being 
safe, effective and well-led and Requires Improve-
ment for being caring and responsive to people’s 
needs. The overall rating was Inadequate. 
 
The full inspection report can be found on CQC’s 
website. 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/news/releases/cqc-place-kent-gp-
practice-special-measures-1 

41. Essex home care service is rated Out-
standing by the Care Quality Commission 
09 November 2017 – CQC  
CQC has found the quality of care provided by Home 
Instead Senior Care in Epping, to be Outstanding fol-
lowing an inspection in June. 
 

Inspectors found staff were caring and compassion-
ate and people were being provided with safe, re-
sponsive, caring, effective and well-led care. 
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A full report of the inspection has been published on 
the website. 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/news/releases/essex-home-care-
service-rated-outstanding-care-quality-commission 

42. Northampton trust rewarded for improve-
ments with CQC inspection upgrade 
09 November 2017 – NHE   

Northampton General Hospital NHS Trust was up-
graded from ‘requires improvement’ to ‘good’ by 
CQC. 
After inspections in July and August of this year, the 
regulator said the Trust had made improvements in 
line with previous recommendations. 
 
Northampton was rated as ‘good’ overall as well as 
receiving the same rating in all five of the CQC’s cat-
egories, which rate whether services are safe, car-
ing, effective, responsive and well-led. 
http://www.nationalhealthexecutive.com/Health-Care-News/
northampton-trust-rewarded-for-improvements-with-cqc-
inspection-upgrade 

43. Dr Sharif Hossain’s practice has its regis-
tration cancelled 
09 November 2017 – CQC  
A south east London GP practice had its registration 
cancelled by CQC after being inadequate overall. It 
was rated Inadequate for being safe effective and 
well-led. It was rated Requires Improvement for be-
ing caring and responsive after the inspection in Au-
gust 2017. 
 
You can read the report in full on the website. 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/news/releases/dr-sharif-hossain%E2%
80%99s-practice-has-its-registration-cancelled 
 

Care Quality Commission (@CareQualityComm) 
tweeted at 3:02 pm on Fri, Nov 10, 2017: 
"Leading organisations in the health and social care 
system need to come together urgently to improve 
services for people" 
 

We've published our local health and social care sys-
tem review on Stoke-on-Trent, one of 20 reviews: 
https://t.co/jSVtDFVZDC 
(https://twitter.com/CareQualityComm/
status/929001200829132800?s=03) 

44. CQC publishes review of local health and 
social care system - Stoke-on-Trent 
10 November 2017 – CQC  
CQC has published its findings following a review of 
health and social care in Stoke-on-Trent. 
This report is one of 20 targeted local system reviews 
looking specifically at how older people move through 
the health and social care system, with a focus on 
how services work together. The reviews examine 
how hospitals, community health services, GP prac-
tices, care homes and homecare agencies work to-
gether to provide seamless care for people aged 65 
and over living in a local area. 
 
CQC found that older people living in Stoke-on-Trent 
sometimes have poor experiences of care and do not 
always have access to the right care, in the right 
place at the right time because the health and social 
care system, led by Stoke-on-Trent City Council and 
Stoke-on-Trent Clinical Commissioning Group, is not 
working in a joined up way that is meeting their 
needs. 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/news/releases/cqc-publishes-review-
local-health-social-care-system-stoke-trent 

45. Barts Health NHS Trust rating is now Re-
quires Improvement overall 
10 November 2017 – CQC  
CQC has rated Barts NHS Trust as Requires Im-
provement overall - an improvement from its previous 
rating of Inadequate - after recent core service in-
spections and a well-led review. 
 
Barts was rated Requires Improvement for being 
safe, effective, caring, responsive and well-led, fol-
lowing the inspection in June 2017. It does though 
remain in special measures. 

You can read the report in full on our website. 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/news/releases/barts-health-nhs-trust-
rating-now-requires-improvement-overall 

46. CQC publish three further reports on SHC 
Clemsfold Group Limited 
10 November 2017 – CQC  
CQC has published the full findings of its inspections 
of three care services provided by SHC Clemsfold 
Group Limited in West Sussex. 
 
Two of the homes Longfield Manor and Kingsmead 
Lodge were rated as Requires Improvement and 
Beech Lodge was rated as Good. CQC is currently 
taking further action to protect the safety and welfare 
of all the people living at the homes 
 
The full reports available on the CQC website include: 
Longfield Manor 
Kingsmead Lodge 
Beech Lodge 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/news/releases/cqc-publish-three-further
-reports-shc-clemsfold-group-limited 

Dementia 
47. Sugar speeds up dementia: Glucose 
makes Alzheimers even more severe, experts 
say 
08 November 2017 – Express 
Scientists have found a direct link between higher 
levels of glucose in the brain and worsening symp-
toms of the incurable disease, the most common form 
of dementia. 
 
Similarities between Alzheimer’s and diabetes have 
been suspected for 30 years, but they have proved 
difficult to pin down. 
 
The study found a connection between abnormalities 
in how the brain breaks down glucose and the accu-
mulation of “amyloid proteins” which are believed to 
trigger Alzheimer’s. 
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It is hoped the breakthrough could lead to the devel-
opment of drugs that may one day be able to prevent 
– or at the very least better treat – the disease.  
 
The study was done at the National Institute of Age-
ing, in Maryland, USA. 
http://www.express.co.uk/life-style/health/876793/Dementia-
sugar-Alzheimer-s-glucose-levels-brain-link-research-UK 

48. Alzheimer's warning: Being a SNORER 
could put you more at risk 
10 November 2017 – Express 
A study of middle-aged and elderly people has found 
that those with sleep apnoea had a build up of pro-
teins in their brain that trigger Alzheimer's disease. 
 
The discovery could lead to a screening programme 
for the disorder with sufferers given oxygen masks, 
or mouthguards that keep their airways open in bed. 
 
Senior study author Professor Ricardo Osorio said 
his findings follow recent evidence of a link between 
decreased REM (rapid eye movement) sleep and 
dementia. 
http://www.express.co.uk/life-style/health/877524/Alzheimers-
UK-warning-snoring-risk 

49. Sleep Apnea may increase risk of devel-
oping Alzheimer's disease  
10 November 2017 – Science Daily 
New research has discovered that Obstructive Sleep 
Apnoea (OSA) could put elderly people at greater 
risk of developing Alzheimer's disease (AD). 
Sleep Apnea may increase risk of developing Alzheimer's 
disease  

50. Biomarker may predict early Alzheimer's 
disease  
10 November 2017 – Science Daily 
Researchers have found a peptide which could lead 
to the early detection of Alzheimer's disease (AD). 
The discovery would also provide a means of send-
ing drugs to diseased areas of the brain to treat AD, 

Parkinson's disease, as well as glioblastoma, brain 
injuries and stroke. 
Biomarker may predict early Alzheimer's disease  

51. Eating mushrooms could be the key to 
staving off dementia 
11 November 2017 – Express 
Scientists have discovered that mushrooms contain 
high levels of two antioxidants that help to combat 
ageing and keep the brain healthy. 
 
In countries where mushroom consumption is high, 
such as France and Italy, there are fewer cases of 
Alzheimer’s disease. 
 
Just a small portion five days a week is enough to 
make a difference. 
http://www.express.co.uk/life-style/health/878199/mushrooms-
prevent-dementia-cancer-antioxidants-healthy-food 
 

Ed—So there is magic in all mushrooms – who 
knew! 

Ireland, Scotland & Wales 

Ireland 

52. FGM 'not being taken seriously' in North-
ern Ireland 
07 November 2017 – BBC News 
A new report has suggested that Female Genital Mu-
tilation is not being taken seriously by Northern Ire-
land's politicians. 
 
The report says that there is no departmental body 
taking responsibility for the issue and no plan in place 
to implement multi-agency guidelines. 
 
It was commissioned by the African and Caribbean 
Support Organisation Northern Ireland, in collabora-
tion with community and FGM advocacy groups.  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-41904750 

53. Harris refuses to rule out introducing 
mandatory vaccines for health staff 
08 November 2017 – Independent 
Health Minister Simon Harris refused to rule out intro-
ducing a system of compulsory vaccines for health 
workers.  
 
The take-up of such vaccines among nurses is partic-
ularly low, in stark contrasts to doctors, who receive 
the vaccine in high numbers. 
 
Mr Harris told reporters that he is optimistic that there 
will be uptake in the vaccine among healthcare work-
ers but he refused to rule out making it mandatory. 
https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/news/harris-refuses-to-
rule-out-introducing-mandatory-vaccines-for-health-staff-
36301494.html 

54. Blood vending machine 'a first' for Ireland 
10 November 2017 – BBC News 
Staff at Belfast's Mater Hospital have helped devise 
and produce a piece of technology called a 
HemoSafe.  
 
This is a new way of delivering blood, which will im-
prove the safe delivery of blood products.  
 
It is so successful there are already plans to roll it out 
in other hospitals across the Belfast Health Trust.  
 
Blood vending machines are already in operation in 
hospitals in the United States and London, but this is 
the first time one has been used on the island of Ire-
land.  
 
The HemoSafe uses blood track software, which 
means that when a doctor or nurse takes a sample of 
blood from a patient, it is tracked and sent to the lab.  
 
If that patient needs extra units, the information is 
already available and can be simply verified. 
 

Volume 12 Issue 44 

15 November 2017 Brunswicks Law Ltd 

Next Back 

http://www.brunswicks-web.co.uk/
http://www.express.co.uk/life-style/health/876793/Dementia-sugar-Alzheimer-s-glucose-levels-brain-link-research-UK
http://www.express.co.uk/life-style/health/876793/Dementia-sugar-Alzheimer-s-glucose-levels-brain-link-research-UK
http://www.express.co.uk/life-style/health/877524/Alzheimers-UK-warning-snoring-risk
http://www.express.co.uk/life-style/health/877524/Alzheimers-UK-warning-snoring-risk
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/11/171110084325.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/11/171110084325.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/11/171110084320.htm
http://www.express.co.uk/life-style/health/878199/mushrooms-prevent-dementia-cancer-antioxidants-healthy-food
http://www.express.co.uk/life-style/health/878199/mushrooms-prevent-dementia-cancer-antioxidants-healthy-food
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-41904750
https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/news/harris-refuses-to-rule-out-introducing-mandatory-vaccines-for-health-staff-36301494.html
https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/news/harris-refuses-to-rule-out-introducing-mandatory-vaccines-for-health-staff-36301494.html
https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/news/harris-refuses-to-rule-out-introducing-mandatory-vaccines-for-health-staff-36301494.html


 

 

Page 13 © Brunswicks Law Ltd 2017  http://www.brunswicks.eu  

As the system is automated, it is considered to be 
more accurate and also cuts down the paperwork for 
hospital staff.  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-41933939 

Scotland 

55. Patient scans being sent from ambulanc-
es in new trial 
06 November 2017 – BBC News 
Images of patients' injuries are being transmitted 
from ambulances to a hospital emergency depart-
ment as part of a trial involving the European Space 
Agency. 
 
The technology allows hospital-based specialists to 
assess patients' condition and their needs before 
they arrive at A&E. 
 
Paramedics can send scans and videos from their 
vehicles to Raigmore Hospital in Inverness. 
 
The European Space Agency is part-funding the pilot 
called SatCare.  The University of Aberdeen, NHS 
Highland and the Scottish Ambulance Service are 
testing the new technology. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-
41862813 

56. Comment on delayed discharge 
07 November 2017 – Gov.Scot 
Health Secretary Shona Robison said: 
 
ñItôs welcome that, compared to the same month last 
year, weôve seen a substantial 7.4% drop in the num-
ber of days patients spent in hospital whose dis-
charged was delayed. It is vital that we continue to 
develop truly integrated ways of working to ensure 
we see further improvement. 
 
ñThis comes after the recent Audit Scotland report 
confirmed good progress on delayed discharge, 

highlighting a 14% reduction in the six months to 
March 2017. Every month since March has shown 
improvement compared to the same month in 2016.ò 
 
The full report can be found here: http://
www.isdscotland.org/Publications/index.asp?
Co=Y 
https://news.gov.scot/news/comment-on-delayed-discharge 

57. 'Bed-blocking' in Scottish hospitals falls 
by 9.6% 
08 November 2017 – BBC News 
Official figures reveal that the number of patients kept 
in hospitals after they are clinically able to leave has 
fallen by 9.6% over the last year. 
 
In September 2017 there were 1,378 cases of de-
layed discharge in Scotland, down from 1,524 in Sep-
tember 2016.  
 
Most often, patients were unable to leave because 
they were waiting for care services or for a space in a 
home to become available and the majority of pa-
tients stuck in hospital were over 75 years old.  
 

 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-41902365 

58. Edinburgh start-up Care Sourcer wins 
£750,000 contract 
08 November 2017 – BBC News 
A Scottish health tech start-up that matches care 
seekers with care providers has secured a major con-
tract in England. 
 
Care Sourcer is to work in partnership with NHS 
Gloucestershire Foundation Trust and Imperial Col-
lege Healthcare NHS Trust. 
 
It was won through a research initiative which aims to 
reduce delayed discharge across the NHS. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-
41914453 

59. Care home nurses costing up to '£1,000 
per shift' 
09 November 2017 – BBC News 
A report by Scottish Care claims that care home pro-
viders are paying up to £1,000 per shift for an agency 
nurse to cover rotas to plug staffing gaps. 
 
It said about a third of nursing posts in care homes 
were vacant, with nine in 10 providers unable to fill all 
posts and therefore having to rely on agency staff 
more. 
 
The Scottish Government said it was creating extra 
training places to deal with the projected shortages of 
nurses. 
 
Scottish Care said vacancy estimates currently stood 
at 31%, up on the 28% estimate for 2016. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-41926074 

60. Care Home Sector warns of Intolerable 
Nursing Shortages, with 31 Per Cent Of Posts 
Vacant 
09 November 2017 – Scottish Care 
Scottish Care has published a new report on the pic-
ture of nursing in the independent social care sector. 
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Wales 

63. Fewer people in Wales dying from heart 
disease – new report 
06 November 2017 – Gov.Wales 
A new report shows that fewer people are dying 
prematurely from coronary heart disease in Wales, 
with a 68% reduction in the death rate over the last 
20 years. 
 
Cardiovascular (heart and circulatory) disease is the 
biggest killer in Wales, causing more than a quarter 
(27%) of all deaths, or over 9,000 deaths each year – 
an average of 25 each day.  
 
There are an estimated 375,000 people living with 
cardiovascular disease in Wales – 4% of the popula-
tion. 
 
The Welsh Government’s Annual Statement of Pro-
gress on Heart Disease says that the rate of deaths 
for all heart conditions has fallen over the past five 
years. 
http://gov.wales/newsroom/health-and-social-services/2017/
heart-disease/?lang=en 

64. Aberystwyth care home to close despite 
protests 
07 November 2017 – BBC News 
A care home in Ceredigion is to shut despite protests, 
as voted by the council's cabinet. 
 
The council had been looking for a third party to take 
it on since 2015, but failed to secure a bid which met 
requirements. 
 
The closure will result in the loss of 33 jobs and 13 
residents will have to move to another home. 
 
The decision follows a 12-week public consultation on 
the proposal to close the home. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-mid-wales-41904208 

65. 30 patients queue outside Argyle Street 
surgery to see GP 
08 November 2017 – BBC News 
Up to 30 people have been seen waiting outside the 
Pembrokeshire surgery, while one patient failed to get 
a slot despite phoning over 200 times before 08:15. 
 
Dr David Wilson said the Argyle Street surgery in 
Pembroke Dock has struggled to recruit staff. 
Patients have also been told to play their part by not 
missing appointments. 
 
Argyle Street surgery is run by the Argyle Medical 
Group, which also has practices in Neyland and Pem-
broke. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-south-west-wales-
41918245 

66. Mental health hospital attacks on north 
Wales staff fall 
09 November 2017 – BBC News 
Daily 'violent attack threat' faced by mental 
health staff 
09 November 2017 – BBC News 
The number of attacks by mental health patients on 
hospital staff in north Wales has fallen by 12% in 
three years. 
 
There were 331 violent incidents involving patients 
and workers across the region in 2016-17, compared 
with 378 in 2014-15. 
 
However, the number of attacks across the UK rose 
by 25% in four years. 
 
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board said staff 
had been trained to prevent and deal with aggressive 
behaviour. 
 
The board now employs four Violence and Aggres-
sion Specialist Nurses to train colleagues how to spot 
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The report is called Independent Sector Nursing Da-
ta 2017, and it depicts both the highlights and chal-
lenges of nursing in care homes in Scotland.  It also 
shows the nurse recruitment and retention crisis cur-
rently being faced. 
http://www.scottishcare.org/scottish-care-news/care-home-
sector-warns-of-intolerable-nursing-shortages-with-31-per-
cent-of-posts-vacant/ 

61. NHS director says Coca-Cola truck 
'should serve water' 
10 November 2017 – BBC News 
Dr Linda de Caestecker, NHS Chief says that Coca-
Cola should not offer children sugary drinks as its 
festive truck was set to visit Glasgow. 
 

Dr de Caestecker urged the company to act respon-
sibly and promote a healthy start and says that Coca
-Cola should give out "sugar-free drinks and water" 
during its tour across the UK. 
 
A Coca-Cola spokesman said two of the three drinks 
on offer from the truck were sugar free. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-
41942303 

62. Shetland ponies bring joy to residents at 
Dundee care home 
11 November 2017 – Evening Telegraph 
Residents of a Dundee care home have had some 
very unusual visitors in the form of two miniature 
Shetland ponies. 
 

The specially trained therapy-ponies visited the resi-
dents of Bughties Nursing Home in Broughty Ferry. 
 

Flicker and Applejack have been trained to feel com-
fortable going into nursing homes around the country 
and their visits aim to bring comfort and excitement 
to the residents. 
https://www.eveningtelegraph.co.uk/fp/shetland-ponies-bring-
joy-residents-dundee-care-home/ 
 

Ed.  Love this idea, certainly different – and no 
doubt a few “donations” for the roses too. 
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signs of aggression, calm aggressive situations and 
safely restrain any patients who do become violent, if 
needed, along with putting support plans in place for 
at-risk patients, so staff know how best to deal with 
them if an incident happens.  
 
They also work with patients and their families after a 
violent incident and coordinate support for staff who 
are attacked. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-41920364 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-wales-41926937/daily-
violent-attack-threat-faced-by-mental-health-staff 

67. Tawel Fan mental health ward cases 
quadrupled 
09 November 2017 – BBC News 
Investigators examining "institutional abuse" at a 
north Wales hospital have said the number of com-
plaints they are investigating has now quadrupled to 
108. 
 
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board was put in 
special measures after a report into the Tawel Fan 
ward at Glan Clwyd Hospital in Denbighshire in 
2013. 
 
The ward for elderly people with mental health issues 
was then closed. 
 
However, inspectors have spoken to 86 members of 
staff and reviewed more than 9,400 documents into 
the mental health ward which then revealed signifi-
cantly more than initially realised. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-north-east-wales-
41936938 

Learning Disabilities 
Nothing to report 
 
 

Legislation Update 
Nothing to report 

Mental Capacity 
Nothing to report 

Mental Health 
68. Mental health hospital attacks on north 
Wales staff fall 
09 November 2017 – BBC News 
For full report see Wales—item 66 

69. The VR that allows you to become your 
own therapist 
09 November 2017 – BBC News 
Developers are using virtual reality to try to find ways 
of easing the stress on mental health services. 
 
This technology allows users to become their own 
therapist, in a technique known as ‘body swapping’. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/health-41920545/the-vr-that-
allows-you-to-become-your-own-therapist 

70. 150 children a day being denied mental 
health treatment 
10 November 2017 – Sky News 
For full report see Children and Youths—item 26 
 

71. Cambridgeshire mental health trust dis-
putes NSPCC claims it is ‘turning away’ chil-
dren 
10 November 2017 – Peterborough Today News 
For full report see Children and Youths—item 27 
 
 
 
 

 Miscellaneous 
72. Change for the better 
02 November 2017 – Gov.uk 
The Personal Independence Payment guidance now 
reflects a recent legal decision. 
 
This is on the interpretation of peopleôs needs for su-
pervision so as to carry out activities safely. The 
change will lead to approximately 10,000 claimants 
receiving an extra £70 to £90 a week by 
2022/2023. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/personal-independence-
payment-pip-assessment-guidance-updated 

73. Big data analysis predicts risk of radio-
therapy side effects 
07 November 2017 – Medical Express 
Researchers at The Institute of Cancer Research, 
London , have, for the first time, applied big data ana-
lytics to information from more than 700 men given 
radiotherapy to treat their prostate cancer.  
 
This included medical history, genetics, radiotherapy 
dose, and reported side effects. 
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-11-big-analysis-
radiotherapy-side-effects.html 

74. Notifiable diseases: causative agents re-
port for 2017  
06 November 2017 – Gov.uk 
Weekly data from UK laboratories on the number of 
cases of notifiable bacteria and viruses, includes a 
report for week 44, 2017. 
Notifiable diseases: causative agents report for 2017  

75. Medicines: new manufacturing and 
wholesale dealer licences  
07 November 2017 – Gov.uk 
Updated list of sites granted a manufacturer or whole-
sale dealer licence. 
Medicines: new manufacturing and wholesale dealer licences  
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76. Medicines: terminated and cancelled 
manufacturing and wholesale dealer licenc-
es  
07 November 2017 – Gov.uk 
Updated list of companies in the UK who have their 
licence to manufacture or wholesale medicines termi-
nated and cancelled.  
Medicines: terminated and cancelled manufacturing and 
wholesale dealer licences  

77. New way to shut down cancer cells' abil-
ity to consume glucose  
07 November 2017 – Science Daily 
A new study has identified a way to restrict the ability 
of cancer to use glucose for energy. 
New way to shut down cancer cells' ability to consume glu-
cose  

78. Notifiable diseases: weekly reports for 
2017  
07 November 2017 – Gov.uk 
Analysis of data for statutory notifications of infec-
tious diseases (NOIDS) in England and Wales in 
2017, with report for week 44, 2017. 
Notifiable diseases: weekly reports for 2017  

79. Notifiable diseases: last 52 weeks  
07 November 2017 – Gov.uk 
Notifications of infectious diseases (NOIDs) for the 
last 52 weeks, now with tables for week 44, 2017. 
Notifiable diseases: last 52 weeks  

80. Latest statistics on community pharma-
cies published today by NHS Digital1 
07 November 2017 – NHS Digital 
New statistics were published on activities carried 
out by community pharmacies and appliance con-
tractors in England during 2016/17. 
https://digital.nhs.uk/article/7971/Latest-statistics-on-
community-pharmacies-published-today-by-NHS-Digital1 
 
 
 

81. Thousands living with advanced cancer, 
says Macmillan 
08 November 2017 – BBC News 
Research by Macmillan Cancer Support reveals that 
thousands of people in England who have the most 
advanced cancers are surviving for several years 
after diagnosis.  
 
The charity said it was down to new treatments but 
warned that living longer with advanced cancer can 
bring its own difficulties. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-41899203 

82. Human stem cells may hold the key to 
tackling diabetes  
08 November 2017 – Hindustan Times 
A new study has revealed that human stem cells 
could be used to produce insulin-producing cells that 
could be transplanted into diabetes patients in the 
future. 
 
In the study, published in the journal Nature Cell Biol-
ogy, the researchers examined how the body creates 
the complex piping systems that transport fluids and 
gases in our organs to understand the machinery for 
instructing progenitor cells into their different desti-
nies.  
http://www.hindustantimes.com/health/human-stem-cells-may
-hold-the-key-to-tackling-diabetes/story-
KwIHSBnqKhwMUjwUO9xcyN.html 

83. Government appoints GlaxoSmithKline 
executive Patrick Vallance as chief scientific 
advisor 
08 November 2017 – Independent 
Patrick Vallance, president of research and develop-
ment at the pharmaceutical giant GlaxoSmithKline, is 
now the Government’s chief scientific advisor. 
 
The Government announced on Wednesday that Dr 
Vallance would take up the role in April next year. 
 

GSK also said it had poached veteran drug industry 
scientist Hal Barron to lead its research to replace Dr 
Vallance. 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/
government-appoints-glaxosmithkline-executive-as-top-
science-advisor-a8044621.html 

84. Scientists grow replacement skin for boy 
suffering devastating genetic disorder  
08 November 2017 – Guardian 
Scientists have managed to grow a replacement, ge-
netically modified skin to cover almost the entire body 
of a seven-year-old Syrian boy who was suffering 
from a genetic disorder. 
 
The treatment marks a rare and striking success for 
the field of regenerative medicine.  
 
Before surgery, the boy had lost 80% of his skin, 
leaving him covered in untreatable, infected wounds.  
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2017/nov/08/scientists-
grow-replacement-skin-for-boy-suffering-devastating-genetic-
disorder 

85. Brain probe breakthrough provides hope 
for quadriplegic patients  
08 November 2017 – FT.com 
Neuroscientists have opened a insight into the brain, 
with electronic probes to record the activity of hun-
dreds of neurons across the skull at the same time. 
The Neuropixels probes were developed in a $5.5m 
international project over five years, and are the first 
to combine detailed recordings from individual neu-
rons with observations across different brain regions.  
https://www.ft.com/content/9c36e5ba-c3e4-11e7-b2bb-
322b2cb39656 

86. Eight ways to be more 'winter wise' this 
year as county's calls to ambulance service 
skyrocket 
08 November 2017 – Cambridge News 
The ambulance service has released tips to help the 
public to stay healthy during the chilly season. 
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Paramedics from East Anglia want the public to take 
action to avoid a 999 call this winter. 
 
Last winter, 370,000 emergency calls were made to 
the East of England Ambulance Service NHS Trust 
(EEAST) – the equivalent of the populations of Cam-
bridge, Ipswich and Harlow combined. 
http://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/news/eight-ways-more-
winter-wise-13868978 

87. Clinical and social care negligence cases 
in Northern Ireland: financial year ending 
March 2017  
08 November 2017 – Gov.uk 
Published information collected by HSC Trusts agen-
cies and legacy health and social services boards on 
all clinical / social care negligence cases in Northern 
Ireland. 
Clinical and social care negligence cases in Northern Ireland: 
financial year ending March 2017  

88. The Yellow Card Scheme: guidance for 
healthcare professionals  
08 November 2017 – Gov.uk 
Published details of the Yellow Card Scheme, the 
system for recording adverse incidents with medi-
cines and medical devices in the UK. 
The Yellow Card Scheme: guidance for healthcare profession-
als  

89. 'Golden' potato delivers bounty of vita-
mins A and E 
08 November 2017 – Science Daily 
A colourful potato which has been developed in a lab 
has the potential to change the way we get our nutri-
ents, and could have massive implications on nutri-
tional deficits in developing countries, where vitamins 
A and E can help prevent blindness in children, and 
assist immunity, growth, reproductive health and 
more. 
 
 
 

The tuber was metabolically engineered in a lab in 
Italy, collaboratively with a team at Ohio State Univer-
sity.  
 
Study author Mark Failla, professor emeritus of hu-
man nutrition at Ohio State, said; 
 
óMore than 800,000 people depend on the potato as 
their main source of energy and many of these indi-
viduals are not consuming adequate amounts of 
these vital nutrientsé These golden tubers have far 
more vitamin A and vitamin E than white potatoes, 
and that could make a significant difference in certain 
populations where deficiencies -- and related diseas-
es -- are commoné.This golden potato would be a 
way to provide a much more nutritious food that peo-
ple are eating many times a week, or even several 
times a day.ô 
https://www.sciencedaily.com/
releases/2017/11/171108155533.htm 

90. Report shows decrease in cervical 
screening coverage in England 
08 November 2017 – NHS Digital 
New statistics published by NHS Digital shows that 
cervical screening coverage for women eligible for 
testing has reduced by 0.7 percentage points in the 
last year. 
https://digital.nhs.uk/article/7972/Report-shows-decrease-in-
cervical-screening-coverage-in-England 

91. NHS Digital publishes Tracing Service 
Review 
08 November 2017 – NHS Digital 
A review started in January 2015 and concluded in 
2016 to assess the appropriateness, effectiveness 
and operational efficiency of tracing services carried 
out by NHS Digital was published on 07.11.2017. 
https://digital.nhs.uk/article/7974/NHS-Digital-publishes-
Tracing-Service-Review- 
 
 
 
 

92. Daytime wounds 'heal more quickly' 
09 November 2017 – BBC News 
A study has suggested that wounds that occur during 
the day time heal more quickly than those sustained 
after dark. 
 
It found burns sustained at night took an average of 
28 days to heal, but just 17 for those that happened in 
daytime. 
 
The team, at UK's MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biol-
ogy, spoke of their astonishment at the difference 
they saw in 118 burns patients they studied.  
 
The effect was explained by the way body clock ticks 
inside nearly every human cell across a 24-hour cy-
cle. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-41918368 
 

Ed. Fascinating research – now if only we could 
plan to be injured during the day… 

93. Remote health advice: weekly bulletins 
for 2017  
09 November 2017 – Gov.uk   
Monitors the numbers of people calling NHS 111 for 
health advice, now includes bulletin for week 44, 
2017. 
Remote health advice: weekly bulletins for 2017  

94. Establishing a UK vaccines development 
and manufacturing centre  
09 November 2017 – Gov.uk 
UK-based organisations are now able to apply for up 
to £66 million to build and establish a national vac-
cines development and manufacturing centre. 
Establishing a UK vaccines development and manufacturing 
centre  
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95. Emergency department: weekly bulletins 
for 2017  
09 November 2017 – Gov.uk   
Monitors the number of people going to emergency 
departments each day, with results published every 
week, now includes bulletin for week 44, 2017. 
Emergency department: weekly bulletins for 2017  

96. Syndromic surveillance: weekly summar-
ies for 2017  
09 November 2017 – Gov.uk   
This weekly summary highlights changes in the num-
ber of people visiting GPs, going to emergency de-
partments, and calling NHS 111 now includes sum-
mary for week 44, 2017. 
Syndromic surveillance: weekly summaries for 2017  

97. Winter health watch: weekly summaries 
2017 to 2018  
09 November 2017 – Gov.uk   
Weekly summaries of the winter health watch indica-
tors for the 2017 to 2018 season. 
Winter health watch: weekly summaries 2017 to 2018  

98. GP out-of-hours syndromic surveillance: 
weekly bulletins for 2017  
09 November 2017 – Gov.uk   
Monitoring the number of people contacting their 
GPs outside of surgery hours, now includes bulletin 
for week 44, 2017. 
GP out-of-hours syndromic surveillance: weekly bulletins for 
2017  

99. Winter health watch  
09 November 2017 – Gov.uk   
Latest winter health surveillance bulletins from PHE, 
along with weekly summary for 09.11.2017. 
Winter health watch  
 
 
 
 

100. GP in hours: weekly bulletins for 2017  
09 November 2017 – Gov.uk   
Monitors the number of people who visit their GP dur-
ing surgery hours, along with bulletin and data for 
week 44, 2017. 
GP in hours: weekly bulletins for 2017  

101. Weekly national flu reports  
09 November 2017 – Gov.uk   
National influenza reports for winter 2013 onward, 
tracking seasonal flu and other seasonal respiratory 
illnesses in the UK. Now has national flu report and 
surveillance graphs for week 45, 2017.  
Weekly national flu reports  

102. Older donor lungs should be considered 
a viable option for transplants, according to 
new research  
09 November 2017 – Science Daily 
Researchers from the University of Louisville, Ken-
tucky analysed data from the United Network of Or-
gan Sharing (UNOS) thoracic transplant database on 
recipients of lung transplants ages 18 years or older.  
 
What they found was that 26% of the recipients were 
50 years or younger and whilst only 2% of the trans-
plants were from donors 60 years or older, the 5 year 
survival showed no significant difference when com-
pared to someone in this younger age group receiv-
ing a transplant from a donor under 60.  
 
William Whited MD, of the university of Lousiville, 
said ; "The vast majority of potential donors do not 
meet the relatively strict donor criteria. As a result, we 
need to continue exploring options that would expand 
the donor pool and more aggressively utilize extend-
ed criteria donors. Much like the general population, 
the donor pool has continued to grow older. Now 
more than ever, we have to rely on older donors." 
 
 
 

NHS Choices (@NHSChoices) tweeted at 2:12 pm 
on Fri, Nov 10, 2017: 
1 in 3 of us suffers from poor sleep. But what are the 
long term risks associated with a lack of sleep? Info: 
https://t.co/XVvK1dnHry https://t.co/v27ixFU2Kj 
(https://twitter.com/NHSChoices/status/928988683071520768?
s=03) 

103. Can virtual reality treat anxiety? 
09 November 2017 – BBC News 
Clinical psychologist Dr Daniel Freeman thinks so, 
and is developing a programme to put thought into 
action. Once it has been fully tested, it is hoped it will 
be used in a clinical setting or even in the home with-
out a therapist present.  
 
So how does it work? óPeople know it's not real so 
they try things they've not done before or for a long 
time, but mind and body does behave as if it's in the 
real world.ô Dr Freeman explains.  
 
This approach could be seen as a really intuitive way 
to deal with the shortfall in trained therapists and psy-
chologists available, and to get people suffering with 
anxiety or mental health issues some kind of treat-
ment while they wait, perhaps even one day replace 
conventional therapy.  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-41915545 

104. NHS England strikes new deals to make 
two new innovative treatments available rou-
tinely on the NHS 
10 November 2017 – NHS England 
NHS chief Simon Stevens announced that NHS Eng-
land has struck deals to make breakthrough treat-
ments for Multiple Sclerosis and breast cancer rou-
tinely available on the NHS. 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2017/11/nhs-england-strikes-new-
deals-to-make-two-new-innovative-treatments-available-
routinely-on-the-nhs/ 
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105. Smell test challenge suggests clinical 
benefit for some before development of Alz-
heimer's  
10 November 2017 – Science Daily 
A new study has found that a declining sense of 
smell may be able to identify patients with mild cogni-
tive impairment that could respond to certain drugs 
used to treat Alzheimer's disease. 
Smell test challenge suggests clinical benefit for some before 
development of Alzheimer's  

106. UK most overweight country in Western 
Europe says OECD 
11 November 2017 – BBC News 
A report by the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) says that Britain 
is the most obese nation in Western Europe, with 
rates rising faster than any other developed nation. 
 
Obesity rates have doubled over the past two dec-
ades, and 63% of UK adults are overweight. 
 
 
Britain is now sixth heaviest - "considerably worse" 
than the rest of the 35-member club of wealthy na-
tions. 
 
The OECD Health at a Glance report said the overall 
health and life expectancy of Britons remained aver-
age - aided by a reduction in smoking and adult 
drinking - despite a noted shortage in hospital beds 
and staff. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-41953530 

International 

107. US hospice workers not expressing end 
of life wishes 
09 November 2017—Science Daily 
Across the pond, ‘advance directives’ are used fre-
quently in hospices and hospitals, as a means of 
conveying a person’s wishes for medical treatments 

and care when they may be unable to communicate 
their needs or desires.  
 
Being exposed to such decision making would be 
enough to make health care assistants fully aware of 
the implications of having, and not having such a doc-
ument. However, researchers from Florida Atlantic 
University's Charles E. Schmidt College of Medicine 
and Christine E. Lynn College of Nursing have found 
that this is not strictly the case.  
 
In the first study to be conducted into such de-
mographics, the team found that the majority of hos-
pice health care providers had not completed an ad-
vance directive. In results published in the American 
Journal of Medicine, the main reasons were cited as 
being fear of the subject, misunderstanding the cost 
aspect, and procrastination.  
 
Surprisingly, a lack of knowledge is the biggest factor. 
Despite working in an environment which deals with 
such documents on a regular basis, many respond-
ents didn’t know where to locate such a document, or 
believed they had to access it through or with an at-
torney; the document can in fact be located online for 
free.  

108. Reported norovirus outbreaks 
(suspected and lab-confirmed) in hospitals: 
outbreaks between weeks 40-43/2017 
10 November 2017 – Public Health England 
Suspected and laboratory-confirmed reported no-
rovirus outbreaks in hospitals, with regional break-
down: outbreaks occurring in weeks 40 to 43 of 2017 
Reported norovirus outbreaks (suspected and lab-confirmed) 
in hospitals: outbreaks between weeks 40-43/2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 

109. Reported norovirus outbreaks 
(suspected and lab-confirmed) in hospitals: 
2017  
10 November 2017 – Gov.uk 
Week by week reports of suspected and laboratory-
confirmed reported norovirus outbreaks in hospitals, 
with regional breakdown. 
Reported norovirus outbreaks (suspected and lab-confirmed) 
in hospitals: 2017  

110. New hope for patients awaiting corneal 
transplants  
11 November 2017 – Science Daily 
New national research has discovered that corneal 
donor tissue can be safely stored for 11 days before 
transplantation surgery to correct eye problems in 
people with diseases of the cornea. This is four days 
longer than the current stated maximum of seven 
days in the United States. 
New hope for patients awaiting corneal transplants  

111. Genetic treatment for blindness may 
soon be reality  
11 November 2017 – Science Daily 
Patients who lost their sight due to an inherited retinal 
disease could see well enough to navigate a maze 
after being treated with a new gene therapy. 
Genetic treatment for blindness may soon be reality  

NHS 
112. RCP highlights need to deliver respon-
sive seven day service over winter 
03 November 2017 – NHE 
The Royal College of Physicians wants hospitals to 
deliver a responsive seven day service over winter. 
  
In a letter to hospital chief executives, the college 
warned that doctors shouldn’t have to work around 
low staff numbers and inadequate funding. 
http://www.nationalhealthexecutive.com/Interviews/rcp-
highlights-need-to-deliver-responsive-seven-day-service-over-
winter  
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113. Half of NHS finance directors report 
downturn in patient care quality 
03 November 2017 – NHE  
The King’s Fund Quarterly Monitoring Report has 
revealed that patient care has worsened over the 
past year, according to 51% of trust finance direc-
tors. 
 
The report shows that the first three months of 2017-
18 had an aggregate net deficit of £253m, despite 
NHS providers plans to make £3.7bn of efficiency 
savings in the same year. 
 
Even with these plans, only 28% of trust finance di-
rectors were confident of achieving this year's sav-
ings plan. 
http://www.nationalhealthexecutive.com/Robot-News/half-of-
nhs-finance-directors-report-downturn-in-patient-care-quality 

114. Think tank suggests scrapping NHS 
England with £100bn of funding given to 38 
‘super councils’ 
03 November 2017 – NHE  
A report from think tank Reform suggests that spend-
ing and control of over £100bn of key public services 
– including the NHS – should be devolved to 38 
“super councils”. 
 
The report suggests that NHS England be scrapped 
completely, with control of its services distributed to 
38 new authorities covering the entire country. 
 
Devolution of 95% of the NHS England budget would 
make the organisation redundant, and the report pro-
poses that it be disbanded and all other powers be 
commissioned directly within the Department of 
Health. 
http://www.nationalhealthexecutive.com/Health-Care-News/
think-tank-suggests-scrapping-nhs-england-with-100bn-of-
funding-given-to-38-super-councils 
 

115. NHS offers smartphone GP appoint-
ments 
06 November 2017 – BBC News 
A 24-hour service has been launched for NHS pa-
tients, offering GP consultations via videolink on 
smartphones and will initially cover 3.5 million pa-
tients in greater London.  
 
Patients will be able to check their symptoms through 
the mobile app and then have video consultations 
within two hours of booking. 
 
The Royal College of GPs has warned the service 
may not help patients with complex needs. 
 
The new free service was launched by a group of 
London GPs and the online healthcare provider Bab-
ylon. 
 
Patients joining will leave their existing practice, with 
their records transferred to a group of five central 
London surgeries. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-41884142 

116. Cherry-picking patients for smartphone 
GP service threatens NHS, doctors warn 
06 November 2017 – GP Online 
GP leaders are warning that pressure on existing GP 
practices will get worse if an NHS service offering 
video consultations 'within minutes' to Londoners is 
allowed to exclude patients with complex needs. 
 
NHS rules bar traditional GP practices from refusing 
to register patients based on factors including their 
age, disabilities or medical conditions, the GP at 
Hand service will be able to reject patients who fall 
into any of the following groups: 
 

¶ Women who are or may be pregnant 

¶ Adults with a safeguarding need 
 

¶ People living with complex mental health condi-
tions 

¶ People with complex physical, psychological and 
social needs 

¶ People living with dementia 

¶ Older people with conditions related to frailty 

¶ People requiring end of life care 

¶ Parents of children who are on the ‘Child at risk’ 
protection register 

¶ People with learning difficulties 

¶ People with drug dependence. 
http://www.gponline.com/cherry-picking-patients-smartphone-
gp-service-threatens-nhs-doctors-warn/article/1449392 

117. Health care plan for homeless needed 
urgently  
06 November 2017 – RCN 
The lack of NHS care for rough sleepers must be ad-
dressed in time for the hardest winter months, ac-
cording to the Royal College of Nursing.  
Health care plan for homeless needed urgently  

118. Burton trust could merge with Derby de-
spite local union pressure 
06 November 2017 – NHE  
Burton Hospitals NHS FT could continue its merger 
with Derby Teaching Hospitals NHS FT despite the 
East Staffordshire Trade Union Council’s concerns 
that the merger would reduce the quality of both 
trusts and their hospitals. 
 
However, both hospitals say the merger would allow 
them to operate more effectively and would not cause 
wholesale staff redundancies, privatisation or vastly 
reduced surgeries. 
http://www.nationalhealthexecutive.com/Health-Care-News/
burton-trust-could-merge-with-derby-despite-local-union-
pressure?dorewrite=false 
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119. NHS to open its first A&E for the elderly  
06 November 2017 – Telegraph 
The NHS will be opening its first A&E unit for elderly 
patients amid fears that casualty units are leaving the 
frail to wait too long for help. 
 
Patients over 80 years old arriving at Norfolk and 
Norwich University Hospital will be sent straight to 
the older people's emergency department. 
 
Senior doctors said the new unit aims to ensure 
quicker assessment of elderly patients, in a bid to 
ensure they can be given the right help, instead of 
being forced to endure long stays in hospital. 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/11/06/nhs-open-first-ae
-elderly/ 

120. NHS staff 'working on edge of safety' 
06 November 2017 – BBC News 
NHS staff in England are working on the "edge of 
safety" as rising demand is outstripping the increas-
ing numbers being employed. 
 
There are now 6% more staff than there were three 
years ago, but demand for services has risen by 
three times as much in some areas. 
 

 

NHS Providers, representing health chiefs, said staff 
shortages was now the number one concern in the 
NHS. 
 
Ministers insisted there were plans in place to tackle 
the problem. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-41892336 

121. Indian nurses hired for Oxfordshire as 
EU numbers fall 
06 November 2017 – BBC News 
Indian nurses are being recruited for Oxfordshire hos-
pitals after a reduction in applications from EU nation-
als. 
 
It comes as a report shows staff shortages led to bed 
closures at three of the trust's sites this year. 
 
Recruitment difficulties were recently highlighted by 
the Nursing and Midwifery Council which said it was 
now harder for all hospitals, partly as fewer EU nurs-
es wanted to work in the UK. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-oxfordshire-41883832 

122. Reduction in overseas staff would have 
‘serious and damaging impact’  
07 November 2017 – NHE  
A report by NHS Providers has warned that a reduc-
tion in international staff will threaten the quality of 
care patients receive. 
 
The report, ‘There for us: a better future for the NHS 
workforce,’ wants urgent steps to be taken to ease 
the “intolerable pressures” faced by frontline staff, 
and claims that any significant reduction in the num-
ber of overseas staff in the coming years would have 
a ñserious and damaging impact on services for the 
public.ò 
http://www.nationalhealthexecutive.com/Health-Care-News/
reduction-in-overseas-staff-would-have-serious-and-
damaging-impact- 
 
 

123. NHS boss: £350m Brexit promise must 
be honoured 
08 November 2017 – mix96  
We want our Brexit cash boost - NHS boss 
08 November 2017 – BBC News 
NHS England's chief executive is to call on the Gov-
ernment to use the Budget to honour Vote Leave's 
pledge to give more money to the health service. 
 
Simon Stevens is not expected to call for the full 
£350m a week - or £18.2bn a year - to be passed to 
the NHS, but to suggest failure to provide significantly 
more money would betray those who voted Leave 
with the NHS in mind. 
https://www.mix96.co.uk/news/national/2424358/nhs-boss-
350m-brexit-promise-must-be-honoured/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-41908302 

124. Nine NHS groups consider vasectomy 
funding cuts 
08 November 2017 – BBC News 
Nine NHS groups in England are considering or have 
cut funding for vasectomies in a bid to reduce costs. 
 
Currently, men can have the operation free on the 
NHS but some authorities will only consider authoris-
ing it in "exceptional circumstances". 
 
The latest Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) to 
consider the move is Bath and North East Somerset 
(Banes). 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-bristol-41913680 

125. NHS 'needs £4bn cash injection to avoid 
historic funding low' 
08 November 2017 – ITV.com 
Three health think tanks, the Health Foundation, The 
King’s Fund and the Nuffield Trust all say that the 
NHS requires an increase of at least £4 billion in 
funding over the next two years to avoid patient care 
from deteriorating. 
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The think tanks did a joint analysis of NHS finances 
in England and say NHS funding will be at one of the 
lowest rates in its history without a cash injection. 
 
Without an increase of at least £4 billion in 2018/19 
patients will wait longer for treatment, more services 
will be rationed and quality of care will deteriorate, 
according to the organisations. 
 
The briefing paper, released ahead of the Budget 
statement on 22.11.2017, estimates that based on 
current spending plans there will be a funding gap of 
at least £20 billion by 2022/23. 
http://www.itv.com/news/2017-11-08/nhs-needs-4bn-cash-
injection-to-avoid-historic-funding-low/ 

126. Million more on waiting lists unless NHS 
gets £4bn boost, chief warns 
08 November 2017 – The Times 
Simon Stevens, Chief Executive of NHS England 
wants a £4 billion boost, and warned that without the 
money, a million more patients will languish on wait-
ing lists, nurse numbers will be cut and pledges on 
cancer and child mental health abandoned. 
 
He also demanded the £350 million a week promised 
to the NHS by the Vote Leave campaign during the 
EU referendum, warning that “trust in democratic 
politics” would be undermined if the service was not 
given the money. 
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/million-more-on-waiting-
lists-unless-nhs-gets-4bn-boost-chief-warns-5kj7zv2ld 

127. NHS trusts to be ranked on purchasing 
of ‘everyday items’ 
08 November 2017 – Nursing Times 
Jeremy Hunt, Health Secretary, has announced that 
hospital trusts will be put into a “league table” to help 
them compare prices and save money on equipment 
procurement. 
 
 

The new table will rank trusts based on their ability to 
secure low prices and on the efficiency of their pro-
curement. 
https://www.nursingtimes.net/news/policies-and-guidance/nhs
-trusts-to-be-ranked-on-purchasing-of-everyday-
items/7022006.article 

128. 'Butterfly child' given life-saving skin 
08 November 2017 – BBC News 
A child now has genetically modified skin that covers 
80% of his body, in a series of lifesaving grafts. 
 
Hassan, who lives in Germany, has a genetic disease 
- junctional epidermolysis bullosa - that leaves his 
skin as fragile as a butterfly's wings. 
 
A piece of his skin was taken, its DNA was repaired 
in the laboratory and the modified skin grafted back 
on. After nearly two years, the new skin appears 
completely normal. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-41914101 

129. NHS screening programmes: KPI re-
ports and briefings 2016 to 2017  
08 November 2017 – Gov.uk 
Key performance indicator (KPI) data reports and 
professional briefings for NHS population screening 
programmes for financial year 2016 to 2017.  Now 
includes annual KPI data 2016 to 2017.  
NHS screening programmes: KPI reports and briefings 2016 to 
2017  

130. Moves to tackle NHS death rate 
'weekend effect' based on 
'misunderstanding' 
08 November 2017 – Birmingham Mail 
Experts have said that measures that were taken to 
prevent the so-called "weekend effect" have not 
made any difference in curbing excess deaths on 
Saturdays and Sundays. 
 
 
 

Four priority standards for emergency care in hospi-
tals in England were introduced during 2015 to try 
and reduce higher mortality rates at weekends. 
 
The report focused on the explanation that the effect 
could be due to differing levels of staffing and service 
provision, the NHS in England launched four new 
standards for emergency care - for all emergency 
patients being seen by a consultant within 14 hours of 
arriving at hospital, week-round access to diagnostic 
services such as x-rays, round the clock access to 
consulted directed interventions and set times for pa-
tient reviews. 
 
The new study, published in the Emergency Medicine 
Journal, used public data on performance against the 
standards between 2013/14 and 2015/16 for 123 
NHS trusts in England. 
http://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/uk-news/moves-tackle
-nhs-death-rate-13877173 

131. Deaths used as 'propaganda' for Hud-
dersfield hospital shake-up 
08 November 2017 – BBC News 
Cardiology, respiratory and elderly care services are 
currently run across two sites in Huddersfield and 
Halifax . 
 
Case studies of four deaths have been put forward by 
the Calderdale and Huddersfield NHS Foundation 
Trust as reasons to centralise them at one site. 
 
The Trust currently provides in-patient respiratory, 
cardiology and elderly medical services at both Hud-
dersfield Royal Infirmary (HRI) and Calderdale Royal 
Hospital (CRH) in Halifax. 
 
Under the proposals, all cardiology and respiratory 
wards would move to Halifax and all elderly medical 
wards would go to Huddersfield. 
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Campaigners are calling it ‘propaganda’ to ensure 
the closures go ahead. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-leeds-41914401 
 

132. British patients miss out on GP time 
compared to other nations - study 
09 November 2017 – Daily Mail 
A new study has found that the average time a Brit-
ish patient spends with their GP does not match the 
length of consultations in Lithuania, Belgium and 
Portugal and will not until 2086 if trends continue as 
they are. 
 
With an average appointment time of 9.22 minutes, 
British patients see their family doctor for less time 
than patients in the USA, Sweden, Canada, Spain 
and Japan. 
 
The study, published in BMJ Open suggested that 
the average appointment in the UK has increased by 
4.2 seconds a year. 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/pa/article-5065457/British-
patients-miss-GP-time-compared-nations--
study.html#ixzz4xvv3F3a8  
 

133. New publication released by The King’s 
Fund – ‘Embedding a Culture of Quality Im-
provement’ 
09 November 2017 – The King’s Fund 
The report explores what has helped organisations to 
launch a quality improvement strategy, and maintain 
focus on quality improvement. There are three com-
mon themes, to have a clear rationale, ensure staff 
are ready for the change and to understand the impli-
cations to style and role as a result of the change. 
 
The report found that NHS leaders play the key roles 
for quality improvement, so they need to engage with 
staff, empower frontline teams and ensure there is 
an appropriate infrastructure in place. 
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/embedding-culture
-quality-improvement 

134. Service users blackmailed into accept-
ing unsafe care by local NHS 
09 November 2017 – DisabledGo 
In a public accounts committee for evidence on the 
funding of NHS healthcare in England, Brian O’Shea, 
healthcare advisor for Spinal Injuries Association in-
formed MPs that increasing numbers of clinical com-
missioning groups (CCGS) were imposing “arbitrary 
financial caps” on those eligible for NHS continuing 
healthcare.  
 
He said: óWhat we believe is happening is CCGs 
arenôt actually serious about incarcerating people in 
nursing homes because we donôt believe that there 
are enough nursing home beds available. 
 
óWhat they are doing is they are using that as a tool 
to blackmail people into accepting unsafe levels of 
care and unsafe levels of funding to live in their own 
home or their preferred setting of care and rely on 
informal support to pick up the rest of the care.ô 
 
It transpired last week that the Equality and Human 
Rights Committee has written to CCGs where caps 
had been put in place, to question them on how ex-
actly the policies had been developed, and warned 
that they may not be in line with the European Con-
vention on Human Rights, or the Equality Act.  
https://www.disabledgo.com/blog/2017/11/local-nhs-is-
blackmailing-service-users-into-accepting-unsafe-care-mps-
hear/#.WgnDpuRLHs1 

135. Patients waiting more than six months 
for treatment soars by 40% 
09 November 2017 – NHE   

NHS figure reveal that the number of patients waiting 
longer than six months for treatment has increased 
by 40%. 
 
Analysis of the figures by Royal College of Surgeons 
found that 40% more patients waited more than six 
months, and 59% more patients were waiting at least 

nine months for surgery in September 2017 com-
pared to the same period last year.  
 
It also found an increase of 5% in patients waiting for 
longer than six months compared to August 2017. 
 
This rise in waiting times comes as winter approach-
es, adding extra pressure to the NHS. 
http://www.nationalhealthexecutive.com/Health-Care-News/
patients-waiting-more-than-six-months-for-treatment-soars-by
-40 

 
CQC (@CareQualityComm) tweeted at 9:04 am on 
Fri, Nov 10, 2017: 
Barts Health NHS Trust moves from Inadequate to 
Requires Improvement: https://t.co/fndGhB1zab 
(https://twitter.com/CareQualityComm/
status/928911309009190912?s=03) 
 

CQC (@CareQualityComm) tweeted at 11:35 am on 
Fri, Nov 10, 2017: 

️ The Quality Improvement Resource: An invalua-
ble tool for commissioners. 
@NICEcomms - #QualityMatters 
https://t.co/TYrhMo4uHl https://t.co/q7018OI2IZ 
(https://twitter.com/CareQualityComm/
status/928949105954394113?s=03) 

136. NHS Gloucestershire staff privatisation 
'risky tax dodge', says union 
10 November 2017 – BBC News 
Hundreds of hospital staff in Gloucestershire might be 
removed from the NHS's books in a bid to save mon-
ey. 
 
Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
wants to set up a private company to employ about 
900 members of its support staff and hopes this 
would improve services and reduce costs by reducing 
its VAT bill. 
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A union called it a "risky tax dodge" and said that 
new staff might not have access to the same NHS 
terms and conditions. 
 
The Trust is currently in special financial measures 
and expecting to end the financial year £23.9m in 
debt. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-gloucestershire-
41945012 

137. East Grinstead NHS trust gets £50,000 
Scientology gift 
09 November 2017 – BBC News 
A £50,000 donation from the Church of Scientology 
to an NHS hospital was labelled "completely inappro-
priate" by Ex-Liberal Democrat health spokesman 
Norman Lamb MP. 
 
The Queen Victoria Hospital is in East Grinstead, 
West Sussex, where the US-based church has its 
UK headquarters. 
 
A spokeswoman said the decision to accept the 
money was "considered in the context of all relevant 
guidelines". 
 
The Church of Scientology has not commented. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-sussex-41922748 

138. We asked Jeremy Hunt - the man in 
charge of the NHS - about hospital parking, 
junior doctors and Brexit 
10 November 2017 – GloucestershireLive 
Footage of Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt’s visit to 
Gloucestershire Royal Hospital. 
 
Mr Hunt visited the hospital as part of his tour of hos-
pitals across the country. 
http://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/health/asked-
jeremy-hunt-man-charge-760647 
 
 

139. Theresa May tells NHS boss he will be 
accountable for winter performance  
10 November 2017 – Guardian 
Theresa May has said to NHS boss Simon Stevens, 
that he is personally accountable for ensuring the  
health service does not end up in a crisis this winter, 
amid renewed tension between him and ministers. 
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/nov/10/theresa-
may-tells-nhs-boss-he-will-be-accountable-for-nhs-winter-
performance 

140. A tax on the sick: Half of hospitals have 
RAISED parking costs after being told to cut 
them three years ago 
10 November 2017 – Daily Mail 
Nearly half of hospitals raised parking prices after the 
crackdown in 2014, and now patients and visitors are 
paying as much as £4 for just one hour's parking. 
  
The latest figures show that 147 hospitals in England 
(47%) are now charging more per hour than they did 
three years ago.  
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5071543/A-tax-sick-
Half-hospitals-RAISED-parking-costs.html#ixzz4yJzMfcEi  

 

141. Long waits in A&E have increased by 
557% in seven years, NHS data reveals  
11 November 2017 – Guardian 
Philip Hammond is under pressure to pay out more 
money into the NHS in his budget as new official fig-
ures show the number of people waiting more than 
four hours in A&E has soared by 557% since the To-
ries came to power in 2010. 
 
The latest NHS data, described as “staggering” by 
Labour, shows the total number of patients enduring 
so called “trolley waits” of over four hours has risen 
from 6,932 in October 2010 to 45,532 last month. 
 
 
 
 

Labour analysis of the figures shows that during The-
resa May’s first full financial year as prime minister 
there were 565,956 instances of trolley waits lasting 
more than four hours – the worst annual tally since 
records began. 
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/nov/11/nhs-trolley-
waits-a-and-e-increased-557-per-cent 
 

142. NHS patients could be in for a FOUR 
HOUR A&E wait this winter  
12 November 2017 – Express 
Figures show that a dozen NHS trusts failed to treat 
three in four patients within the target time last 
month.  
 
Since 2010, the number of people waiting over four 
hours in A&E rose by 557%. 
 
Senior doctors are warning that pressure on hospitals 
will increase this winter, raising the risk that more 
people will be left on trolleys or in waiting rooms. 
http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/878771/NHS-A-E-patients-
waiting-period-winter-performance 
 

143. City hospitals authority appoints new 
chief nurse 
12 November 2017 – Portsmouth News 
Theresa Murphy is to be the new Chief Nurse of 
Portsmouth Hospitals NHS Trust. Ms Murphy first 
qualified in general nursing in 1987, before specialis-
ing in renal, cardiac, neuroscience and critical care 
nursing. She was awarded the Florence Nightingale 
leadership scholarship in 2012 and is an honorary 
professor for the City of London University.  
http://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/health/city-hospitals-
authority-appoints-new-chief-nurse-1-8241657 

Volume 12 Issue 44 

15 November 2017 Brunswicks Law Ltd 

Next Back 

http://www.brunswicks-web.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-gloucestershire-41945012
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-gloucestershire-41945012
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-sussex-41922748
http://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/health/asked-jeremy-hunt-man-charge-760647
http://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/health/asked-jeremy-hunt-man-charge-760647
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/sep/02/nhs-warns-of-dangerous-beds-shortage-this-winter
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/nov/10/theresa-may-tells-nhs-boss-he-will-be-accountable-for-nhs-winter-performance
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/nov/10/theresa-may-tells-nhs-boss-he-will-be-accountable-for-nhs-winter-performance
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/nov/10/theresa-may-tells-nhs-boss-he-will-be-accountable-for-nhs-winter-performance
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5071543/A-tax-sick-Half-hospitals-RAISED-parking-costs.html#ixzz4yJzMfcEi
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5071543/A-tax-sick-Half-hospitals-RAISED-parking-costs.html#ixzz4yJzMfcEi
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/philip-hammond
https://www.theguardian.com/society/nhs
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/nov/11/nhs-trolley-waits-a-and-e-increased-557-per-cent
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/nov/11/nhs-trolley-waits-a-and-e-increased-557-per-cent
http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/878771/NHS-A-E-patients-waiting-period-winter-performance
http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/878771/NHS-A-E-patients-waiting-period-winter-performance
http://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/health/city-hospitals-authority-appoints-new-chief-nurse-1-8241657
http://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/health/city-hospitals-authority-appoints-new-chief-nurse-1-8241657


 

 

Page 25 © Brunswicks Law Ltd 2017  http://www.brunswicks.eu  

International 

144. Germany spends £900 per head more 
than UK on healthcare, say NHS chiefs as 
they call for funds  
07 November 2017 – Telegraph 
Chris Hopson, Chief Executive of NHS providers 
says that Britain should increase NHS spending and 
follow the Germans who pay out £900 more per 
head. 
 
He called for a cash injection to get the the health 
service out of “the red zone” - warning it was heading 
back to the poor performance of the 90s whilst point-
ing out that the NHS in England missed all four major 
targets - the four-hour A&E standard, the 18-week 
elective surgery waiting time standard, the expecta-
tion that cancer patients will begin treatment within 
62 days and the ambulance response time target. 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/11/07/germany-spends-
900-per-head-uk-healthcare-say-nhs-chiefs-call/ 

145. Manx NHS management staff can tender 
resignations 
09 November 2017 – BBC News 
Manx NHS staff can now able to tender their resigna-
tions in new plans by health bosses to tackle an 
£11m overspend.  Staff on management grades 
have until 29.12.2017 to apply for the Mutually 
Agreed Resignation Scheme. 
 
The health department's budget rose by £11m 
(5.1%) to £254.6m in 2017 after overspending by 
around that figure. 
 
It has already announced savings by closing a hospi-
tal ward, axing Meals on Wheels funding and with a 
recruitment freeze of "non-essential" staff. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-isle-of-man-
41914694 

Nursing 
146. 'We must be able to recruit from Europe'  
07 November 2017 – RCN  
The Royal College of Nursing says that the future of 
EU nurses needs to be secured as severe short staff-
ing is now threatening safe patient care.  
'We must be able to recruit from Europe'  

Older People 
147. 'Poor' care for older people in Stoke-on-
Trent 
10 November 2017 – BBC News 
CQC says that some older people have "poor" care 
experiences as a health and social care system "is 
not working in a joined up way" in order to meet 
needs. 
 
Stoke-on-Trent people found it hard to access a GP 
appointment "in a timely way" and many ended up at 
A&E, according to CQC, with long waits. 
 
Health and care leaders said they had pledged to 
work together to improve. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-stoke-staffordshire-
41941795 

Parliament 
 
07.10.2017 – HoC - Health - Oral Evidence Session  
Nursing workforce  
Sir Robert Francis QC, Chair, Mid Staffordshire NHS 
Foundation Trust Public Inquiry, Non Executive Direc-
tor, Care Quality Commission, and Honorary Presi-
dent, Patients' Association 
Janet Davies, Chief Executive and General Secre-
tary, Royal College of Nursing 
Sharon Allen, CEO, Skills for Care 
Daniel Mortimer, Chief Executive, NHS Employers  

Jane Beach, Lead Professional Officer for Regulation, 
Unite in Health 
 
The House of Commons will be in recess. The House 
will next sit on 13.11.2017. 
 
The House of Lords will be in recess. The House will 
next sit on 13.11.2017. 

Social Care 
148. Social workers did not take parent’s 
concerns seriously in child sexual exploita-
tion case, review finds 
09 November 2017 – Community Care 

For full report see Cases in the news—item 20 

149. Rising cost of care costs blamed for in-
crease in council spend 
09 November 2017 – North Somerset Times 
An increase in care costs and a shortage of nurses 
are being cited as the cause of rising costs of adult 
social care in North Somerset. 
 
The amount of money local authorities spent on care 
rose by £556million in just one year, according to 
NHS Digital. 
 
The figures show a 3.3% increase compared to last 
year and NHS Digital believes it could be linked to the 
increasing costs in care provision.  
 
North Somerset Council is expecting to spend £65.3 
million on care services this financial year –40% of its 
entire budget. 
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The authority cares for more than 2,800 people and 
spends around £26million on residential placements, 
£10.9million on nursing care and £9.4million on sup-
ported living. 
http://www.northsomersettimes.co.uk/news/rising-cost-of-
adult-social-care-blamed-for-increase-in-local-authority-
expenditure-1-5271837 

150. Time to put care into the care system 
November 2017 – Which? 
Which? talks about the care system being at break-
ing point. People are struggling to find a good care 
home when they desperately need it. With demand 
for beds set to rise, the time for action is imminent. 
Which? want help to convince the regulator to con-
front the care crisis before it’s too late. 
 
If you want to help put care back into the care sys-
tem, please sign the petition – this can be found at 
the link below. 
https://campaigns.which.co.uk/care-system/ 
 

Ed.  I encourage everyone to participate – howev-
er I wonder if the real targets should be local and 
national governments? 

Workforce 
Nothing to report 
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Transforming mental health 
support for our children 
and young people  
 
06 November 2017 – SCIE  
Report launch at the House of Lords on 
06.11.2017 
 
There are moves today to improve how the emotion-
al wellbeing and mental health needs are met for 
children and young people in care*. 
 
*This includes kinship care, special guardianship orders, 
those adopted or care leavers. 
 
A report, ‘Improving mental health support for our 
children and young people’ makes a number of rec-
ommendations that have been drawn up by an ex-
pert working group, with support from the Social 
Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE). The expert 
group has included looked after young people who 
have lived-experienced of the care system, the social 
care system, education and mental health support, 
as well as professionals from the health, social care, 
academic and voluntary sectors. 
 
Transforming mental health for our children and 
young people link 1 
The report is published by SCIE, who were commis-
sioned by the Department of Health and Department 
for Education to run the project. The report, which 
has been presented to the Departments, will be  
launched at an event at the House of Lords this after-
noon. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Among the recommendations are: 
 
Building on the success of the virtual school head 
(VSH), a similar oversight role of a virtual mental 
health lead (VMHL) should be established. The aim 
of the role, if adopted, would be to ensure that every 
child and young person in the system gets the sup-
port they need for their mental health and emotional 
wellbeing. 
 
‘Strengths and difficulties’ questionnaires – the cur-
rent statutory assessment tool - should be supported 
by a broader set of measures which can trigger a 
comprehensive mental health assessment. 
 
Formal services should be more flexible in who they 
will allow to support the young person, acknowledg-
ing that support can come from a range of services 
and places. 
 
Adoptive parents, foster carers and other caregivers 
should receive support for their own mental health 
and wellbeing. 
 
Expert working group and co-production 
The expert working group has embraced co-
production. Co-production occurs when people who 
use services and those looking at changing the ser-
vices work together. It is central to the work of the 
expert group on this project, with young people who 
use or have used services being central to the work. 
 
The expert working group has been co-chaired by 
Peter Fonagy (Director, UCL Partners Integrated 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mental Health Programme) and Dame Christine Le-
nehan (Council for Disabled Children) and combines 
the knowledge of experienced professionals from the 
health, social care, academic and voluntary sectors, 
along with young people, together with the SCIE pro-
ject team. In addition, SCIE has also spoken to 100 
children and young people and 100 adult practition-
ers. 
 
The group have agreed on the following things that 
should happen now: 
 
A new model. Information and advice about services 
to meet different needs and preferences 
New pathways, which enable young people and care 
givers to know how to access support and who 
should be involved in decision-making. 
 
At the core of the model and pathways: the need for 
timely intervention and support; a system that can be 
activated by anyone within the child or young per-
son’s network; a recognition that mental health is a 
continuum and needs ongoing support; and support 
that is responsive to the young person’s needs. 
 
Key findings 
A needs-based model, allowing a child to be placed 
at the centre of decision-making, is seen by frontline 
professionals as the best way to support and respond 
to young people. 
 
Young people’s journeys are not linear or ‘one size 
fits all’ and neither are their needs. Both young peo-
ple and front line professionals expressed a frustra-
tion when there is this lack of flexibility. 
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Initial and continuing assessment of mental health 
status is essential for monitoring and meeting needs. 
Mental Health is a continuum. 
 
Whole-system working – social care, health and 
mental health, education and other partners need to 
work collaboratively, in a multi-disciplinary approach 
to ensure looked after children and their caregivers 
receive support and recognition from all the services 
they’re in contact with. The new Virtual Mental Health 
Lead should be able to develop strong multi-agency 
relationships in particular health, education and so-
cial care services. 
 
Young people’s website 
As well as the report launched today, SCIE is launch-
ing a new website for young people to use. Based on 
the expert working group young people’s recommen-
dations, young people can hover or click on an icon 
to discover something about looked after children 
and young people’s mental health and wellbeing. 
Examples are: ‘Don’t judge us’, ‘Let young people be 
involved in decision-making’ and ‘Give young people 
space and time to think about their issues’. A lot of 
the issues discussed over the course of the project 
are reflected here through young people’s films, pho-
tographs and text. 
 
Young people's websitelink 2 
Being in care is like living in a fish bowl because you 
have to repeat the same story over and over again to 
different professionals. Everyone can see whatôs go-
ing on and pass judgement but weôre all different. 
Donôt treat us like weôre just blowing bubbles. 
 
Young person talking in the óDonôt judge usô section 
of the young peopleôs website. 
 
 
 
 

SCIE’s chief executive Tony Hunter said: 
 
The mental health of adults and children has been an 
increasingly high-profile issue in recent times. Yet the 
mental wellbeing of looked after children hasnôt al-
ways had the same focus. So our recommendations 
today are timely, especially as co-productive ap-
proaches have been used to fully involve young peo-
ple in drawing up highly relevant and considered 
ways forward. Letôs hope the report and its recom-
mendations will go a long way to improving the well-
being and mental health of looked after children and 
young people. 
https://www.scie.org.uk/news/mediarelease/looked-after-
wellbeing 
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Warnings 
 
Brunswicks’ Healthcare Review contains news summaries from a 
variety of third party providers.  It is not a comprehensive guide 
from all potential sources.  Whilst we try to ensure that the content 
of Brunswicks’ Healthcare Review are correct, we do not check 
third party sources and we cannot guarantee total accuracy.  You 
must not treat anything in this publication as constituting legal 
advice.  
 
We cannot guarantee all hypertext links will always be in  
working order.   
 
This newsletter is intended for health and social care  
businesses based and carried on in England and/or Wales.  
 
Brunswicks Law Ltd accepts no liability whatsoever for any act 
done or not done in reliance upon anything read in this publication.   
Liability is excluded to the fullest extent permitted.  Regulated by 
the Solicitors Regulation Authority. 

Data Protection Act 
 
Brunswicks Law Ltd will process (gather, use, store etc.) your per-
sonal information in our email database in accordance with the 
Data Protection Act 1998.  The information may be disclosed to 
other Brunswicks' associated businesses to, for example, update 
you on new products or provide updates and briefings which we 
think might be of relevance to you.  The information will not be 
disclosed to any other organisation, unless we have an obligation 
to do so. 
 
If you want your details removed from our database please click 
here and type “Remove”.  

Brunswicks Law Limited is a limited liability company registered in England & Wales. 
Registered Office: 24 Hamilton Square, Birkenhead CH41 6AY. 
Registered Number: 9030525 
Directors: Andrew W Dawson & Keith M Lewin 
Solicitors Regulation Authority Number: 621453  
VAT Number: 855 3675 92 
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Subscription 
If you no longer wish to receive this publication please click here 
and type “Stop”.  
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